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The invention of printing may be said to mark 
the end of the Dark Ages. Previous to that time 
the multiplication of books was slow and costly. 
The resources of a king could not command the 
volumes that now adorn the shelves of a student's 
library. The British Museum was unthought of, 
and the Bibliot^que Nationale was still in its in- 
fancy. With Faust and Gutenberg, the Mentz 
printers of 1450, a new era began. In 147 1 Wil- 
liam Caxtou translated **The Recuyell,'' and pub- 
lished it perhaps in 1474. This was the first book 
printed in the English language. In 1476 Caxton 
left Bruges to practice his art in England; on Nov. 
18, 1477, he printed at Westminster, England, a 
book called **The Dictes and Sayings of the Phil- 
osophers," the first-born of the English press. The 
art was carried to Mexico by the Spanish viceroy, 
Mendoza, and the first book printed on American 
soil, **La Escala de S. Juan Climaco," saw the 

♦This paper was read before tlie North Carolina Historical 
Society, in Chapel Hill, N. C, Sept. 19, 1889. A short abstract 
of it may be found in the Magazine of American History for 
November, 1889. 

For valuable assistance in the preparation of the Bibliography 
and for the form in which the paper now appears, the author 
expresses his sincere thanks to his friend, Mr. Paul Leicester 
Ford, of Brooklyn, New York. 

(5) 



light from the city of the Montezumas in 1536. 
Printing flourished in Mexico for a hundred years, 
while the country to the north remained almost an 
unbroken wilderness. 

The press found a congenial home among the 
village communities of New England. The estab- 
lishment of towns was there coeval with the settle- 
ments. Moreover the climate was severe, and the 
Indians were hostile; these causes united the set- 
tlers on questions of common welfare. They had 
little opportunity to scatter and live independently 
of each other. They had come to America, more- 
over, to gain greater freedom of thought, and as 
seekers for freedom would encourage the press. 
The first printing press in English America was set 
up in connection with the founding of Harvard 
College in 1638. Stephen Daye was the first prin- 
ter; his first issue, the ** Freeman's Oath,*' appeared 
in January, 1639. Presses were established in the 
north, and books and newspapers were printed long 
before such things were dreamed of in the south- 
em colonies. 

The reasons for this difference in attitude towards 
the press, for this seeming apathy to its civilizing 
power, are to be found in the different conditions of 
settlement. The southern colonists tended to .re- 
produce the landed gentry of Old England, not her 
village communities. The difference in govern- 
ment also had a retarding efiect. The New Eng- 
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land colonists were allowed to govern themselves 
at an early period in their history. The Southern 
colonies were either proprietary or royal, and as 
such had few privileges accorded them. Lord Ef- 
fingham, who governed Virginia from 1684-1689, 
instructed his deputies not to suffer in the colony, 
under any pretense whatever, the use of a printing 
press; and in 167 1 Sir William Berkeley, one of 
the Lords Proprietors of North Carolina, had re- 
turned thanks to God that ** there are no free 
schools and no printing, and I hope we shall have 
none these hundred years." 

There were other reasons why North Carolina 
was later than Virginia or South Carolina in re- 
ceiving the press. The State was settled to a 
greater extent by individual families who had 
come from other colonies, and by adventurers who 
boldly pushed forward into a wild, unknown coun- 
try. They were scattered here and there on the 
shores of the sounds, or on the banks of the rivers, 
and were settled miles perhaps from their nearest 
neighbors. The soil was very productive; the cli- 
mate was mild; the Indians were peaceable; the 
rivers were large and abounded in fish; there were 
no good harbors where vessels coming from foreign 
ports might find a safe anchorage; there were no 
large towns in the province, for in 1709, nearly 
sixty years after its first settlement, the most im- 
portant town consisted of ** about twelve houses;" 
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and the population was not homogeneous. These 
causes would all tend to make every settler inde- 
pendent of his neighbors and roving in disposition. 
There was no social solidarity in the province of 
North Carolina. We need not be surprised then 
that there were few churches, fewer schools, and 
no presses. 

Prior to 1751 the laws of the province of North 
Carolina existed in manuscript only. Twelve 
copies were made of the Revised Code of 1715, one 
of which was required to be kept upon the clerk's 
table during each precinct court, and to be audibly 
read from beginning to end during the first term 
in each year.* It will be seen then that copies of 
the laws were necessarily scarce; there were grave 
errors; there were important discrepancies between 
different copies; and the people must have been 
densely ignorant of their own law.f In 1740 we 
find that the ''Narrative of the Proceedings of the 
House of Burgesses of North Carolina*' was printed 
in Williamsburg, Va., by William Parks, I sup- 
pose, as he was then the only printer in that town. 
Isaiah Thomas says that printing was also done for 
this colony in Charleston, but I have been unable 
to find record of the issues. In 1766 Robert Wells 

* North Carolina University Magazine ^ III., 40 (1854). 

t George Burrington said in 1731 that ''encouragement" bad 
been given for printing tbe Revised Code of 1715, but this was 
never carried into effect. — Col, Rec, III., 189. 



was publishing a newspaper and running a book 
store in Charleston, and professed to supply the 
literary wants of the two Carolinas;* but what or 
how extensive these wants were, we have little 
means of finding outf 

The first press within the bounds of the present 
State of North Carolina was set up in New Bern in 
1749, by James Davis. J He came with his press and 
types from Virginia, perhaps from Williamsburg. § 
He received government aid; for during the spring 
of the same year, an act was passed|| for his en- 
couragement. It provided a salary of **One Hun- 
dred and Sixty Pounds, Proclamation Money," to 
^^ begin and commence from such time as the said 
James Davis shall have set up his press at New 

* Isaiah Thomas' History of Printing in America^ I., xl. 

t In 1735 we find an item of /'40 paid to Joseph Anderson " for 
copying the Laws." — Col. Rec, IV., 149. 

\ In the Proceedings of the Assembly, under date of April 15, 
1745, we find that " Mr. (John) Hodgson brought in a BUI for 
an Act to Enable and Encourage the persons hereinafter men- 
tioned to print the Laws of this Province" (CoL Rec.^lW,^ 782). 
The bill was not successful, for it does not appear in Swann's 
Revisal. I have been unable to learn an3rthing as to the names 
or residence of the parties ** mentioned." Thomas (I. 338) says 
that Davis '* began his establishment in 1754, or 1755." Lodge, 
in his History of th$ English Colonies in America (p. 157), 
and Richardson in his History of American Literature (I. 28), 
give it as 1764. 

{ There were then presses at no oUier place. 

I CoL Rec, IV., 976. 990, 991, 994. 

A 



lO 

Bern . . . and be ready to ]>roceed on his business 
of printing ;'^ and sfaall continue for tfae space of 
five years, provided the said James Davis shall so 
long live and perform the said services," The 
services required by the act were the printing of 
the legislative journals and proceedings, the laws, 
proclamations and other acts of government, for 
the use of the public officers and members of the 
Assembly. Davis was required to reside in New 
Bern, and was given an absolute copyright on all 
government documents to be published. The sal- 
ary was to be raised by a levy of four pence on 
** every taxable person, "f 

The first issue of the North Carolina press that 
has survived to our day, and one of the first issued, 
was Swann's Revisal of the laws of the province. 
This volume was the result of many and long con- 
tinued efibrts. As early as September 22, 1736, 
Gov. Johnston addressed the Assembly on the con- 
dition of the laws as follows: *'Upon the strictest 
enquiry I can't find that there is one compleat 
Copy of them in any one place, neither have I yet 

* Davis' employment by the government dates from June 35, 
1749. '^^^ ^te is fixed by an entry in the Col, Rec, (IV., 1033, 
1058) under date of Oct 17, 1749, where it is ordered that he be 
paid " the snm of Eighty Pounds, . . . being a half year's Sal- 
ary that will be due him • . . the Twenty fifth day of Decem- 
ber next." 

t Act of Encouragement is in SwaniVs Revisal (175a), 289. 
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seen two copies of them which perfectly agree . . 
most of them either appear under ridiculous Titles, 
are full of Contradictions, or their language and 
stile is childish ridiculous and against the common 
rules of Grammar. As the happiness of every pri- 
vate man depends upon the laws, I think that is a 
Grievance which can never too soon be redressed."* 
In its reply to the address of the Governor the As- 
sembly said: **The revisal too of our Laws . . . 
is a matter of the greatest importance, and we shall 
be glad to see it well executed ;''t but the Assembly 
moved slowly, and in February, 1739, Gov. John- 
ston again found it necessary to impress on them 
the importance of revising and printing the laws. J 
The Assembly answered him: *'Your Excellency 
has very justly observed the necessity of revising 
and printing the laws of this province, we propose 
to take the same under our consideration and to 
direct the printing of them when they shall have 
passed a revisal."§ A committee of revision was 
accordingly appointed, || but nothing seems to have 
been done; for Gov. Johnston in addressing the 
House on August 22, 1740, found it necessary to 
exhort them to ** think of some proper and effectual 
'means of revising and reforming your laws and get- 
ting them printed, which is absolutely necessary 

♦O?/. Rec, IV., 227. ^Ibid., IV., 231. Xlbid,, IV., 257. 
I Ibid,, IV., 358. II Ibid,, IV., 407. 
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for the security of your liberties and properties."* 
Again in 1744 he reminds them of the ^'shamefull 
condition" of their laws: **How long, Gentlemen, 
must the Guardian and great security of all your 
lives and fortunes be left at the mercy of every 
ignorant transcriber and tossed about on loose scraps 
of paper? I wish, Gentlemen, you may rescue your 
Laws from such unhandsome usage, "f Finally, in 
March, 1746, the Assembly appointed Edward 
Moseley, Samuel Swann, Enoch Hall and Thomas 
Barker commissioners ^Uo revise and print the 
several acts of Assembly in force in this province 
. . . and such only of the said commissioners 
as shall revise the laws, shall have and receive, for 
their trouble . . . the sum of sixty pounds, pro- 
clamation money; to be paid . . . out of the 
duty on wine, rum and distilled liquors and rice." 
They were allowed one hundred pounds more for 
printing, furnishing and delivering the books. 
They were granted the exclusive right of selling 
the volumes for five years, J and were not to charge 
more than twenty shillings a volume. § The laws 
were completed in 1749, were laid before the As- 
sembly, duly confirmed, and declared to be in 
force. The work of revision seems to have been 
done chiefly by Swann, for he says in his prefatory 

♦ CoL Rec, IV., 551. t/^^M IV., 735- 

X Swann* s Reznsalf 241, {/^m/., 383. 
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dedication to Gov. Johnston: **Col. Moseley, the 
other commissioner concerned with me, in the col- 
lecting, compiling, revising and printing the laws 
. . . being dead, I alone beg leave to dedicate 
them to your excellency." 

The first edition was printed in 1751.* This is 
so very rare as to be almost unknown. It has es- 
caped the notice of all the historians of the State, 
and it has even been confidently afiirmed that it 
was never printed. The author knows of but a 
single copy. This belongs to the Charlemagne 
Tower Collection of Colonial Laws, now a part of 
the Library of the Historical Society of Pennsyl- 
vania. It is a folio volume; the title is followed 
by a dedication occupying one leaf; the Proprie- 
tors' second charter, pp. xii ; the Proprietors' 
Great Deed of Grant, one leaf; then the laws, pp. 
1-353, followed by a table of eight pages; the full 
title being : ** A / Collection / of / All the Public / 
Acts of Assembly / of / The Province of / North 
Carolina: / now in Force and Use. / Together with 
the Titles of all such Laws as are Obsolete, Ex- / 
pir'd, or Repeal'd. / And also, an exact Table of 
the Titles of the Acts in Force. / Revised by Com- 

* Gov. Johnston, writing to the Board of Trade under date of 
Dec 21, 1749, ^ys ^c revised laws, " are now in the press and 
I expect to be able to send your Lordships a copy of them by 
the middle of June next" {Col, Rec,^ IV., 924) ; but some new 
delay seems to have occurred. I have never heard of a Code 
printed in 175a 



missioners appointed by an Act of the General 
As-/sembly of the said Province, for that Purpose: 
and Examined with the / Records, and Confirmed 
in full Assembly. / Newbem : Printed by James 
Davis, M, DCC. LI."* 

The edition of 1752 has hitherto been considered 
the oldest issue of the North Carolina press. It is 
a reprint of the former, with the addition of the 
laws for that year, pp. 355-371, inclusive, but the 
index has been compressed into two pages. This 
volume is popularly known as ** Yellow Jacket," 
so called from the binding; the leather used had 
been unskillfully tanned, and took on a yellowish 
hue as it became old.f 

Davis was also employed in issuing paper money 
for the province. We find that on October 17, 
1749, he was paid ;^8o, the first half-year's salary, 
due him December 25, for stamping and emitting 
;^2i350 public bills of credit J He continued to 
serve the province and State for twenty-eight 

* Title and collation from C. R. Hildebum's Catalogue of the 
Tower Collection. E. Y. E. (George Henry Moore), in the 
Magazine of American History (I., 51), aays that there was a 
copy of this edition in the library of the New York Historical 
Society from the Hawks-Niblo collection, and that it was 
formerly the property of Dr. Francis L. Hawks ; but a recent 
aote from the librarian of that Society informs me that he 
knows of no copy except that in the Tower collection. 

t Martin, History of N. C, H., 59. 

} Col, ReCy IV., X023. 
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years, but did not always give satisfaction to his 
patrons. As early as April 13, 1752, he appears, 
**at his own expence,"* before the House with an 
** humble petition," which shows that it is in obe- 
dience to a warrant from the speaker that he now 
comes to answer to the omissions and neglects 
charged against him in not sending the laws to 
the counties, as was his duty. He says that he has 
regularly sent the laws, and has, upon notice, sent 
them a second and even a third time. He wishes 
to know if he must send a special messenger; *'that 
if he must, it will scarce be worth his while to keep 
a press, especially as his whole salary is not much 
above half what every other public printer in 
America has and the public business of this pro- 
vince not much inferior to other governments, and 
very much increases." The House discussed his 
case; he was reprimanded by *'Mr. Speaker" for 
the ** Neglect of his Duty," paid the fees and was 
discharged, t We hear of no more serious com- 
plaints. In 1755 he was allowed ;^20 extra for his 
extraordinary service up to that time,t seemingly 
in answer to a petition he had addressed to the As- 
sembly a few months before, praying an increase in 
salary. § He was the only printer in the colony 
until the arrival of Andrew Steuart in 1764. || 

*CoL Rec, IV., 1341. fldid., IV., 1344, 1345. 

tidid., v., 515. I /did., v., 295. 

II Wheeler, History of N, C, I., 46, says that Gov. Dobbs, 



i6 

Davis was appointed postmaster of New Bern in 
1755 by Franklin, then the postmaster-general for 
the colonies.* We find him adding the duties of 
a mail contractor to his office of postmaster and 
his business of printing, for we see from the re- 
cords that on October 14, 1755, the Lower House 
*' having received a message from the governor in- 
timating that there is no established post through 
this province, and the necessity of having corres- 
pondence with the neighboring colonies, did re- 
commend some method might be provided for con- 
veying all public letters without any other reward 
than a salary. James Davis, printer, has offered 
his service to undertake to convey all public let- 
ters, expresses, and dispatches relating to this pro- 
vince to any part thereof, and every fifteen days 
send a messenger to Suffolk, in Virginia, and to 
Wilmington, for the term of one year." It was 
resolved to employ Davis, and his salary was to be 
;^ioo 6s. and 8d., proclamation money, **out of 
the surplus of the jointing tax."t Thus Davis be- 
came the first employee of the provincial govern- 
in 1754, brought Rice, a printer, to the colony with him. After 
a careful examination of the Colonial Records and all other 
available sources, I can find nothing of this man or his work. 
It is probably only another addition to Wheeler's long list of 
errors. 

♦ Thomas, History of Printings I., 338. 
\CoL Rec, v., 516, 517, 555. 
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ment for the conveyance of mail. The contract 
was renewed the next year.* In 1757 the route 
was divided into three parts. Davis was put in 
charge of the part from Wilmington to Lingfield's 
ferry, on the Neuse, and received £/\o for his ser- 
vices, t In 1758 he was put in charge of the whole 
route again, and his salary was increased to £1^0^% 
but he does not seem to have remained in the ser- 
vice much longer, for in December, 1762, a bill 
was introduced into the General Assembly **for 
establishing a post through this province,*'! and in 
November, 1764, the General Assembly placed 
;^i33 6s. 8d. in the hands of the Postmaster- 
General for the employment of a ** person or per- 
sons to ride post through this province. "|| 

To Davis also belongs the honor of establishing 
the first newspaper in the colony. This was ** The 
North Carolina Gazette," with the ** freshest ad- 
vices, foreign and domestic." Number one ap- 

* CoL Rec, v., 684. In 1757 Davis received £sz 6ft. 8d. for his 
services as postmaster, perhaps for six months, (find,, 797.) 

fldid,, v., 920. XIind,y v., 1038, iioi. I Ibid,, VI., 931. 

\ilbid,t VI., 1242, 1299, 1302, 1304. In May, 1765, the As- 
sembly appointed a committee to confer with the Postmaster- 
General in regard to the matter (VII., 79), and two years later 
the Governor forwarded to him a list of persons who lived on 
the road along which the post was to pass, among them being 
Davis, the printer (VII., 454) ; but it was not until 1770 that 
regular postal communication was established across N. C, 
(VIII., 430}, a distance of 292 mUes (VIL, 413). 
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peared in December, 1755. It was published 
Thursdays, on a sheet pot size, folio, often on a 
half sheet, and bore the imprint, **Newbem: 
Printed by James Davis, at the Printing-office in 
Pront«street; where all persons may be supplied 
with this paper at Sixteen shillings per Annum: 
And where Advertisements of a moderate length 
are inserted for Three Shillings the first Week, 
and Two shillings for every week after. And 
where also Book^Binding is done reasonably.*' 
This newspaper venture succeeded perhaps better 
than was to be expected. The Gazette was pub* 
lished about six years and then suspended. * 

Davis continued to fill the office of public printer 
by successive elections in 1754, 1757 and 1760.1 
In 1762 he again petitioned the General Assembly 
to reappoint him.t His petition was rejected by 
the Council, § and Henry Eustace McCulloh brought 
in a bill to appoint Alexander Purdie printer to 

* Thomas' History 0/ I^nting, II., 166. Lossing, following 
Martin, in his Field Book of ike Revolution^ II., 566, says, 
"The North Carolioa Magaxine, or Universal Intelligencer," 
started by Pavis in 1764, was the first periodical ; but this is 
clearly an error. The American Antiquarian Society of Wor* 
cester, Mass., has five copies of Davis' Gazette, of which No. 
900 bears the date of October 18, 1759, It has two columns to 
the page, the other copies have three. 

f Davis* Revisal {176s), II., 27, laa, 219. 



t Col, Rec, VI., 823. 



2 Jhid., VI., 882, 888. 
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the Province.* It seems from the records that 
Davis had not given entire satisfaction to the Lower 
House, but as there was '*no provision to remedy 
the inconvenience of having this province without 
a printer," it was resolved to employ him '*for and 
during the space of six months, and from thence to 
the end of the next session of Assembly and no 
longer, "t In 1764 a bill to reappoint Davis was 
again defeated in the Council, t and under date 
of March 5, 1764, Governor Dobbs writes to the 
assembly: **I can never approve of the late printer 
appointed by the Assembly, upon account of his 
negligence ... I must therefore recommend it to 
the Assembly to . . . encourage a printer to reside 
where he can attend the government and Assembly 
and do his duty to the public, and not barely con- 
sider his own profit and conveniency.'*§ This ad* 
dress came near accomplishing its purpose, for aU 
though the Lower House had once voted to renew 
the contract with Davis, || they now appointed a 
committee to employ a printer whose salary was to 
be not more than ;^200,1 and this committee in* 

* Ihid,y VI., 844, S45. It seems that Purdie was not then a 
resident of the colony, and probably never became one. In 
1769 an Alex. Purdie was printing in Williamsbtug, Va. He if 
perhaps the same. 

^Col, Rec, VI., 885, 955. J/Wi/., VL, iiaa, 1152. 

{ Ibid., VI., 1200. II Ibid., VI., 1170. 

^Ibid., VI., 1209, 1139. 
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j vited Andrew Steuart, a printer of Philadelphia, 

f to settle in North Carolina. * Matters went on in 

> statu guoj however, until November 21, when Gov- 

• ernor Dobbs informed the Lower House that a bill 
I to appoint a public printer had failed in the Conn- 
I cil, and that with the advice of his Council he had 
i appointed Andrew Steuart as public printer, for 

* eighteen months, '*from the 24th day of June last, 

the time of his arrival hereof This angered the 
burgess body, and they resolved that **the appoint- 
ment of a Printer under the sounding Appellation 
of His Majesty's Printer . . . is of an unusual na- 
ture, truly unknown either to our Laws or Consti- 
tution, and as it appears to us a most extensive 
stretch of Power, and may in its tendency establish 
a New OflSce, to exact new Fees . . . We the As- 
sembly of this Province therefore to guard the 
Liberties of the Subject and our indubitable Rights 
Do Resolve that we know no such Office as his 
Majesty* s Printer of this Province and of no Duties^ 
Fees or Emoluments annexed or incident to such 
Office and that the said appointment v& of a new 
and unusual nature unknown to our Laws, and is a 
violent stretch of Power.^^X In answer to this pa- 
triotic outburst Dobbs replied two days later by ap- 
pointing, **in support of his Majesty's Just Preroga- 
tive," Andrew Steuart to be his majesty's printer. § 

* Col, Rec.^ VL, 1313. f/did,, VI., 1501. 
I t^^'i VI., 1256, X311. I /did,, VL, 1312. 
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On the same day the House resolved to pay Steu- 
art ;^ioo for his ** Voyage, Trouble and Expence," 
in coming to the province,* and resolved that 
James Davis be appointed to the office, t and the 
House made its election doubly sure by decreeing 
that the treasurer should pay out no money **by 
order of the governor and council without the con- 
currence or direction of this House." J 

In 1764 Davis printed the first number of the 
** North Carolina Magazine, or Universal Intelli- 
gencer," which Martin says was *'the first publi- 
cation of this character in the province. "§ It was 
printed on a demy sheet in eight quarto pages, 
with a view to its being bound, and was divided 
into two columns without rules. It was jejune and 

*CoL Rec, VI., 1248, 1314. ^Ibid,, VI., 1248, 1303. 

X Ihid.t VI., 13 18. It is said that Steuart printed an edition 
of the laws in 1764. It is not clear whether this is intended to 
mean the laws of 1764 or a Revisal. This seems to be founded 
on Martin (II., 186), who says that Steuart was employed by 
the Assembly this year to print the laws. Cf. Bibliography, 
No. 26. We have just seen that Davis was appointed to print 
the laws and journals of the Assembly of 1764, and we have Re- 
visals with his imprint in 1764 and 1765. 

\ History of N.C^ II., 186. When we remember that Martin 
was a resident of New Bern for 20 years ; that he had a press 
there nearly the whole of that time ; and that he collected the 
materials for his history prior to 1800, his ignorance of the 
existence of the North Carolina Gazette of 1755 must appear 
remarkable, even when judged by the low standard of North 
Carolina's interest in and appreciation for the past 
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vapid. The want of regular mail facilities ren- 
dered the news department very insufficient. The 
first number was from Friday, June i, to Friday, 
June 8, 1764. We may take the fifth issue as a 
fair specimen. The first article is a non-original 
one on the different ages of the world; then comes 
a scrap of the history of Rome just after the death 
of Caesar; the next two pages and a half give us a 
part of the third discourse of the Bishop of Salis- 
bury on the use and intent of prophecy in the sev- 
eral ages of the world; an article headed News, 
London East India House^ April ^thy fills a col- 
umn. The remaining page and a half is given to 
advertisements, which were inserted at three shill- 
ings the first week and two shillings for every con- 
tinuance. Single copies were sold at four pence; 
the printed page was eight by five and a half 
inches. At the close of 1764 a new volume was 
begun, with a diminution of one-half in size and 
nothing in price.* It is unknown how long the 
Magazine continued to be published, but it was 
succeeded by the North Carolina Gazette, which 
appeared again on May 27, i768.t It was num- 
bered one, and was enlarged to a crown sheet, 
folio. It is probable that there was no suspension 
in the publication between 1764 and the reappear- 
ance of the Gazette in 1768, and that the reappear- 

* A^. C University Mag,, III., 40. t Thofnas, II., 167. 
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aiice of this paper at that time simply marks a re- 
version by Davis to the name first used by him in 
1755. The copy of the Gazette for July 4, 1777, 
is numbered 383, and has as its motto ^* Semper 
pro Libertate et Bono Publico.'' It is a small 
folio of four pages, two broad columns to the page, 
with a sheet twelve by sixteen inches. On June 
20, 1778, it was reduced to a quarto, and so con- 
tinned until November 7, when it resumed its for- 
mer size. The last number in the volume here 
described is that for November 30, 1778.* It was 
suspended perhaps soon after this date, for the 
prospectus of another North Carolina Gazette, 
started in August, 1783, reveals the lamentable fact 
that *^ there has not been a newspaper published in 
North Carolina for several years. ''t The paper 
used on the Gazette was fine, heavy and water- 
lined, but as the war progressed it became of an 
inferior quality. The impression is somewhat 
blurred, but Davis's work is generally very good. 
There are no column rules and no head lines. 

* This volume is the property of the North Carolina Histori- 
cal Society. It is evident that the publication was not contin- 
uous from 1768 to 1777, for 383 weekly issues will extend over 
less than seven and a half years. Besides, Davis says in the 
Gazette for March 27, 1778, that "the third day of April next 
completes a year of the publication of this gazette since it was 
last resumed.** It was in existence in 1771, and was then the 
official organ of the Assembly. 

-fN, C, University Mag, ^ III., 4a 
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There is no editorial matter and very little local 
news. The body of the paper was filled with re- 
ports from the seat of war and from Congress, and 
that the pressure on his columns was sometimes 
greater than he could meet we learn from the fact 
that Davis at times omits his own advertisements 
and even his imprint. 

Perhaps next to Wm. R. Davie, ** the father of 
the University," on the roll of men who did the 
greatest work for the State in the eighteenth cen- 
tury, should stand the name of James Davis, the 
i printer. He was born in Virginia,* on the 21st of 

October, 1721; was in his twenty-eighth year when 
he emigrated to North Carolina, and we may as- 
sume was brought up at the business of printing. 
His position as editor and publisher soon gave him 
influence in New Bern, and he was chosen a 
Burgess to represent the town in the Assembly of 
1754; but as he was already sheriff of Craven 
county, and, by virtue of this position, holder of 
the polls, was judged ineligible. f He was again 
chosen to represent the town at the next session of 
the Assembly and took his seat. J During the ses- 
sions of 1756 and 1757, he served on the important 
and responsible committee which examined the 



* Wheeler^s History 0/ N. C, I., 113. 
^Col, Rec, v., 243, 245. 
tibid,, v., 529. 
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public accounts,* and was present at every session 
of this long Assembly, t In 1760 he represented 
Craven county. He was a justice of the peace in 
1768 and 1771. He was foreman of the grand jury 
in the latter year, and again a justice of the peace 
in 1778. September 7, 1769, he had the misfor- 
tune to have his house destroyed by a severe storm 
which visited New Bern. His printing office was 
broken to pieces, his types were buried in the sand, 
and what money he had, with all his papers, was 
entirely lost. J He perhaps found a little consola- 
tion in the remembrance that the Assembly al- 
lowed him ;^3, which sum he had lost in ''procla- 
mation money." 

Davis was an ardent Whig, and probably an 
Episcopalian. He tells us that he served the 
Province and State for twenty-eight years as public 
printer. He seems to have gone out of office in 
April, 1777, when a Mr. Pinckney was elected to 
that place; but as Pinckney soon died, Davis, pub- 
lic-spirited man as he was, undertook to carry the 
Acts of the Assembly through the press, relying on 
the sense of justice of the Assembly for his reim- 
bursement. The Acts of Assembly for Nov. ses- 
sion, 1777, is the last that bears his imprint He 
printed editions of the Laws in 1751, 1752, 1764, 

♦ Col. Rec, v.. 660, 793, 873. t Ibid,, V., 843, 889; VI., 95- 

% Ibid,, VWl,, 71,74. 
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1765, 17735 3"^ ^777' of which the last four ate 
his own revisals. The Nortb Carolina Gazette 
is not known to have appeared after November 
30, 1778, and Davis perhaps ceased to print about 
that time.* He died in New Bern early in 1785, 
for his will was probated in Craven county court 
at its March term, 1785.! He left large property 
consisting of negroes and real estate. His types, 
printing fixtures and book bindery were given 
to his son Thomas, and we learn from the will 
that it was his sou who was printing in Halifax 
in 1782. It is said that he wrote and published 
a treatise on government, and he or his son 
Thomas, who did some literary work, translated 
the New Testament for a society of Quakers in 
Philadelphia.: 

The second press in the colony was set up in 
Wilmington by Andrew Steuart, who was bom in 
Belfast, Ireland, and served his apprenticeship with 

*Thc residcDce of Mrs. Thomas Green now occupies the ftpot 
where Davis's printing office formerly stood. 

tFor a copy of the will of James Davis I am indebted to Mr. 
Shepard Bryan of New Bern. It is dated September 39, 17S3, 
while a codicil annexed is dated October 10. Davis had four 
daughters and three sons, the latter being made bis executors. 
" I give to ray son Thomas Davis, my printing office and book 
binding materials, all those which are now in hia own posses- 
sion and which are in the occupation of Mr. Keith." 

X Private information from his great-grandson, T. C. Davis, 
of Wilson, N. C. 
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James Magee in that city.* In 1758,! Steuart set 
up a press in **Laetitia Court," Philadelphia, and 
had a book-store there, but soon removed to the 
Bible-in-Heart in Second street, Philadelphia, be- 
tween Market and Arch streets. He owned a lot 
of land in Spruce street and accumulated other 
property. His business was confined to pamphlets, 
ballads and small jobs. In 1761 he had a book- 
shop in Lancaster, Pa., but is not known to have 
had a press there. He was not over nice respect- 
ing the publications of others ; for in 1762 he re- 
printed, immediately after its first appearance, 
"Science, a Poem,'' by Francis Hopkinson. This 
poem was published in quarto, price one shilling 
sixpence, by Dunlap, Hall and others. Steuart's 
edition was in duodecimo, and he advertised it for 
sale "at three pence single, one shilling per dozen, 
or six shillings a hundred," with the remark that 
as his object was to promote the circulation of this 
excellent piece, he hoped that neither the author 
nor any one else would imagine that he intended to 

" Rob him of his gain,*' 

or that hts purpose was 

"To reap the labor'd harvest of his brain." 

Hopkinson complained nevertheless in an adver- 

* Thomas' History of Printings I., 251, 252, 339; II., 167. 

fThis date is from Thomas, but HUdebum's Issues 0/ the 
Press in Pennsylvania gives it 1759. 
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tisement in the Pennsylvania Gazette of March i8, 
1762, and when Steuart printed in this same year, 
*'/J Short Introduction to Grammar^ for the Col- 
lege and Academy of Philadelphia,** he took his 
revenge by printing; a pamphlet entitled ^^ Errata: 
or, the Art of Printing incorrectly: Plainly set 
forth. By a Variety of Examples Taken from a 
Latin Grammar Lately printed by Andrew Steu- 
art.*' To this Steuart promptly replied in another 
pamphlet which he called **The Ass in the Lyon's 
Skin, Luckily discovered By his Braying." 

Steuart carried a part only of his printing materi- 
als to North Carolina, leaving the rest and his 
book-shop in the care of Thomas Magee and his 
apprentice Joseph Crukshank. He never returned. 
The business was conducted in his name until his 
death.* He reached Wilmington, N. C, June 24, 
1764. The seat of government was removed to 
Wilmington the same year, and it is probable that 
he received a part of the public printing in spite 
of the efforts of the House of Burgesses ; for he 

* Steuart*8 last Philadelphia imprint was in his own almanack, 
printed late in 1768. In 1769 Aguecheek's Almanac, which he 
had always published, appeared with the imprint of Thomas 
Magee, and in 1770 with that of William Evitt, who also con- 
tinues the almanack formerly compiled by Steuart, and who 
does business at "his Printing Office at the Bible-in-Heart" 
From these three circumstances I judge that Evitt succeeded to 
the Philadelphia office of Steuart Crukshank too, began 
printing on his own account in 1769. 
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styles himself in his paper, '* Printer to the King's 
most excellent majesty," and is so called in the 
Records.* The House of Burgesses was not dis- 
posed, however, to allow the method of his ap- 
pointment to go without another protest, and they 
reply to the report of an allowance by the Council, 
that the commission under which Steuart acted 
was unknown to the laws and constitution of the 
country, "and consequently his salary, (if any- 
thing, which we deny) uncertain, "f 

Towards the close of September, 1764, Steuart 
issued the first number of **The North Carolina 
Gazette and Weekly Post Boy. "J The Gazette 
was printed on a sheet pot size, with pica and 
long primer type. A small cut of the king's arms 
adorned the title page, and the owner styled him- 
self *' Printer to the king's most excellent ma- 
jesty." Wilmington had the advantage of good 
navigation over New Bern. It was oftener visited 
by European vessels; had already a regular trade 
with Charleston, and its paper contained earlier 

*Col. Rec, VII., 187, 335. \Ibid, VII., 418. 

X yiBitin's History of N. C, II., 186; Thomas (II. 167), says the 
name of his paper was the Cape-Fear Gazette and Wilmington 
Advertiser. Wheeler (I. 113), gives it the same name as Thonuis^ 
while Lossing follows Martin, Martin is correct, for we have 
extracts printed in Col, Rec.^ VII., 123, 127, from the "North 
Carol ina Gazette. ' ' We know that this was Steuart's paper. No. 
58 appeared Nov. 20, 1765. 
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and more general intelligence. Steuart had but 
few materials, yet his paper shows tokens of a good 
workman. On settling in Wilmington he was en- 
couraged and patronized by the most respectable 
people in the colony; but he soon lost their confi- 
dence and fell into discredit. It is said that he 
opened some letters to a gentleman of distinction 
and made their contents known. His paper was 
discontinued for lack of support in 1767. He was 
drowned in 1769, near his own home, while bath- 
ing in the Cape Fear.f 

In August, 1766, Isaiah Thomas, the author of 
the History of Printing, visited Wilmington, with 
the intention of settling there, for he had heard 
that a printer was wanted. At Newport, R, I., his 
vessel had taken in as a passenger Martin Howard, 
who had been hung in effigy during the stamp 
act excitement. His house had been burned and 
he had suffered personal injury. He was now on 
his way to North Carolina, where he was to be 
made Chief Justice on a thousand pounds sterling 
a year. He advised Thomas to set up his press in 
Wilmington. He promised him countenance and 
support. When Thomas landed he was introduced 
to a woman who kept a coffee house. She was 
favorably impressed with him, and proposed to take 
him into partnership. He was to publish a news- 

^Thomaa' Hislory 0/ Printing, I., 339, 
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paper, she was to keep the coffee house, and they 
were to divide the profits. Thomas paid his re- 
spects to Gov. Tryon, who encouraged him to 
remain, and promised him a part of the public 
printing. Thomas had no press, no types, no 
money; but Andrew Steuart had now fallen into 
disgrace, and was anxious to return to Philadelphia. 
He had for sale a press and three small fonts of 
type. Some gentlemen offered to advance Thomas 
the money on long credit Steuart knew he could 
get an outfit nowhere else, and asked three times 
as much as a new one was worth. He finally came 
down to about twice the cost price, but finding 
that Thomas could raise the money, insisted on 
including a negro woman and her child in the sale. 
Thomas determined to take press, types and ne- 
groes, when Steuart wanted to add his household 
furniture. This broke off negotiations; for when 
Steuart agreed to accept the former terms it was 
too late. A merchant of the town offered to send 
to London for printing apparatus by the first 
opportunity; but Thomas was anxious to get to 
London himself, and neither this offer nor the 
blandishments of the coffee-house woman could 
keep him. * 

The second newspaper published in Wilmington, 
and on the same press as Steuart's North Carolina 

* Thomas' History of Printings I., xxzvi., seq. 
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Gazette, was the ** Cape Fear Mercury," which had 
as its motto: *'Quod verum atque decens euro 
et rogo, et Omnis in A^r Sum." The Mercury was 
begun by Adam Boyd, who had purchased Steuart*s 
outfit, October 13, 1769. * It was printed on Fri- 
days, on a crown sized sheet, with pica and long 
primer types, and with three columns to the page. 
A cut of thQ king's arms was in the title. The 
imprint was long and singular: "Boyd's Printing- 
OflRce in Wilmington, Cape-Fear, where this Paper 
may be had every Friday at the Rate of i6s. a 
year, one-half to be paid at the time of Subscribing, 
or at 8s. every six months. Subscriptions for this 
Paper are taken in by Gentlemen in most of the 
adjacent Counties, and by A. Boyd, who has for 
sale sundry Pamphlets and Blanks; Also: Epsom 
and Glauber Salts by the lb. or larger quantity. 
N. B. Advertisements of a moderate Length will 
be inserted at 4s. Entrance, and is. a Week Con- 
tinuance: Those of an immoderate Length to pay 

in proportion, "t 

This paper was badly printed, and showed no 

system in the arrangement of its contents. In the 

♦Thomas* History of Printing, II., 168; Loosing, Field Book 
of the Revolution, II., 566, says the Mercury was begun in Oc- 
tober, 1767. This is an error; for a copy of the seventh issue 
preserved in the library of the American Antiquarian Society 
bears the date of Friday, November 24, 1769. 

t Thomas* History of Printing, II., 168. 
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journal of the Wilmington Committee of Safety for 
January 30, 1775, we find the following entry con- 
cerning it: *'Mr. Adam Boyd, having applied for 
encouragement to his news-paper (some time ago 
laid aside), it was resolved that the committee . . . 
, would support him on the following terms: That 
he, Mr. Boyd, should weekly continue a newspaper, 
denominated the Cape Fear Mercury, of 21 inches 
wide, 17 inches long, 3' columns on a page, and of 
the small pica or long primer letter, and in return 
receive his payment at the following periods, viz: 
ten shillings at the delivery of the first number, 
ten shillings at the end of every succeeding six 
months thereafter.* 

Boyd was a pious man, a good citizen, a sterling 
Whig, and a member of the Wilmington Com- 
mittee of Safety, t It was in the Cape Fear Mer- 
cury that Gov. Martin saw on June 20, 1775, "a 
most infamous publication importing to be the re- 
solves of a set of people, styling themselves a Com- 
mittee for the county of Mecklenburg, most traitor- 
ously declaring the entire dissolution of the laws, 
government and constitution of this country." 
Boyd was the son of Rev. Adam Boyd, and Jane, 
the daughter of Rev. Thomas, and sister of Rev. 
Alexander Craighead. He was bom November 25, 

*N. C. Univ. Mag.f III., 40. 

t Wheeler: History 0/ N. C, I., 113. 
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1738;* but was not brought up at printing. It is 
said that he possessed some knowledge of the 
classics. He became a minister in 1776, and the 
Mercury seems to have teen suspended at an early 
\] period in the war. Boyd served as a chaplain in 

the Continental line.f He is perhaps the same as 
the Adam Boyd who was appointed Judge Advo- 
cate of the first North Carolina regiment in the 
Continental line in October, 1777. He was of Pres- 
byterian ancestry, but was ordained to the Epis- 
copal ministry about 1787, by Bishop Seaburyt 
and served the church in Augusta, Ga., 1 790-1 799.1 
He had received some western land for his services 
in the war, and this perhaps occasioned his re- 
moval to Natchez, Mississippi, where he died in 
1800. 
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THE PRESS OF THE REVOLUTION. 

It has been seen that three newspapers were 
started in North Carolina prior to the Revolution; 
one in New Bern, under two different names, and 

* Craighead Genealogy, 53, 54. 

tMcRee: Life of James Iredell, II., 342. 

JlbicL, II., 179. In 1787, Archibald Maclaine writes to Ire- 
deU that they had *' recommended your old acquaintance, the 
Rev. Dr. (Adam) Boyd to the American Bishop for ordination. 
He has been some time in Georgia, whence I suppose he will go 
to Philadelphia for Holy Orders." 

2 Perry: History of the American Episcopal Churchy II., 203 
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two in Wilmington. The North Carolina Gazette, 
as we have seen, was issued as far into the Revolu- 
tion as November, 1778; of the Cape Fear Mercury 
we know nothing beyond the issue mentioned by 
Gov. Martin on June 20, 1775. There were four 
presses in operation at diflFerent times during the 
Revolution, one in New Bern, one in Halifax, a 
third attached to the army of Cornwallis, and a 
fourth in the array of Gen. Greene. Of their issues 
we know but little. Had we been more of a read- 
ing people, and had we preserved complete files for 
posterity, how we should have prized them now ! 
But the greater part has gone, and with it has gone 
much of our inner and domestic history, much 
knowledge of the manners and customs of our 
people. * 

THE POST-REVOLUTIONARY PRESS. 

So far as known, there was no newspaper in North 
Carolina from the failure of the Gazette towards 
the close of 1778, until Thursday, August 28, 1783, 
when Robert Keith issued in New Bern the first 
number of the *' North Carolina Gazette, or Im- 
partial Intelligencer and Weekly General Adver- 

*Cf. Governor Swain's British Invasion of 1776, in N. C, 
Univ. Magazine, II., 147; Wheeler (History ^ I., 113), says 
newspapers were printed in 1776 in Edenton and Hillsboro also, 
but this is perhaps — like the most of his history — ^a mistake. In 
1820, Gov. Swain was shown Gen. Greene's press in Pendleton, 
S. C. It was then used to print the Pendleton Messenger. 
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tiser," using the presses and type of James Davis. 
He says in his prospectus: *'As there has not been 
a newspaper published in North Carolina for several 
years last past, no doubt the greater number of its 
citizens are very sensible thai is a great disadvan- 
tage to themselves and the state in general, having 
learned the worth by the want thereof: it is natural 
to suppose all such will cheerfully encourage the 
subscriber in this attempt to supply their deficien- 
cies; especially when they are informed that he is 
determined to pay so much attention to this vehicle 
of knowledge, as to make it both useful and enter- 
taining." Keith had recently come into the State 
from Pennsylvania and saw its needs clearly. He 
suggested the establishment of a regular post from 
the east into the interior and upper parts of the 
State. He advertises for a ** couple of lads, four- 
teen or fifteen years of age," to serve as apprentices. 
He offers to do printing '*in the neatest manner, 
and the most reasonable terms." A look into his 
book-store will give us an idea of the literature of 
the day. He had on hand Edwards on Original 
Sin, Bates on the Divine Attributes, a choice col- 
lection of hymns, and for the use of schools, Testa- 
ments, spelling-books, primers, and writing-paper. 
This Gazette was printed on a demy sheet with 
clear type and was "offered to the public for three 
Spanish milled dollars per annum," or eight pence 
weekly to non-subscribers; but as specie was hard 
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to obtain, the publishers agreed to take its value in 
any other current money of the State. Subscrip- 
tions were received by appointed agents in the var- 
ious towns, among them, Thomas Davis, printer, 
in Halifax.* The imprint was: '*Newbern: Printed 
for R. KEITH and COMPANY, near the church, 
where subscriptions * * essays, articles of in- 
telligence, etc., for this Gazette are gratefully re- 
ceived. ' ' Advertisements no longer than a column 
was broad were inserted three weeks for a dollar 
and then for *'one fourth of a dollar'* per week.t 
How long Keith & Co. continued to print we do 
not know; but we know that Francis Xavier Mar- 
tin was editor and publisher of the issue for March 

23. 1793- 
I believe that Martin served under Keith as one 

of the *' couple of lads'' mentioned above, rather 
than under James Clark, as is stated by his bio- 
grapher. J We know from a passage in his his- 
tory § that he was in New Bern in 1783. He was 
then in his twenty-first year. He had but recently 
arrived from France; for he had been engaged in 
some commercial adventure to the Carolinas, his 

*The son of James Davis. 

tA^- C. Univ, Magazine^ III., 40. 

X Henry A. BuUard, in Frenches Historical Collections o/La., 
Vol. 2. 

2 Hist. o/N, C, II., 265. 
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partner had died, and he came out to recover some- 
thing of what was due him. He failed in his ef- 
forts, was moneyless, friendless, and offered him- 
self to James Clark, the only master printer then 
in New Bern, as his biography states. We know 
that Robert Keith was printing in the town and 
was a master; James Davis was out of the business 
at this time; the town was small and could not 
furnish patronage to more than one printer; I 
have found the name of James Clark mentioned 
nowhere else as a printer, nor has Col. John D. 
Whitford, the antiquarian of the town, ever heard 
of him. I conclude, then, that Keith, and not 
Clark, taught printing to Martin. This printer, 
whatever his name, was a kind-hearted man and 
gave the stranger employment. But he soon dis- 
covered that the new type-setter knew nothing of 
the practical business of a compositor, and told him 
so. Martin gave as his excuse that the types were 
distributed differently in France, and that it would 
take him some time to get the run of them. The 
master was good natured and had patience. Mar- 
tin became very expert and continued for some 
time in his employ. He had now become more 
generally known, had gained a better knowledge 
of English, and where known was respected for his 
industry and diligence. He finally either bought 
out his first employer, or, with the assistance of 
friends, purchased an old font of type and a press 
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and set up for himself. At what time he became 
editor of the Gazette I do not know. He also 
printed school books and almanacs; these he 
peddled with his papers through Craven and the 
adjoining counties. Along with other work he 
studied law, and before the close of the century had 
issued from his own press four or more volumes on 
legal matters. They were prepared partly to profit 
by the printing; but mainly to impress on his own 
mind more deeply the principles and rules of those 
branches — a. favorite method with him, and one he 
was constantly recommending to his friends. At 
a later date he became Chief Justice of Louisiana, 
and died in 1846, worth a million of dollars. 

From 1785, the number of presses and papers in 
the State rapidly increased. About the first of 
January, 1786, Hodge & Blanchard began to pub- 
lish ''The State Gazette of North Carolina," in 
New Bern.* Prior to July 9, 1788, Hodge & Wills, 
who seem to have succeeded Hodge & Blanchard 
in the business, had been induced by James Iredell 
to remove their outfit to Edenton,t and number 
156, vol. HI., is dated there Jan. i, 1789. This 
Gazette was a weekly quarto with three columns 
to the page, and was furnished at 25 shillings per 
year. X 

*McRte*sLi/fo/ Iredell, II., 157. 1[ Ibid,, IL, 231. 

XN. C. Univ. Magazine, III., 40. Forty-seven copies of this 
paper printed prior to 1800 are in the library of the American 
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**The North Carolina Journal" was begun by 
Hodge & Wills at Halifax,* on Wednesday, July 
23, 1793. A volume of this newspaper belonging 
to the North Carolina Historical Society, and per- 
haps the oldest in existence, begins with the issue 
for Monday, Jan. 7, 1805, No. 651, and runs to No. 
755, March 2, 1807. Unlike the brethren of the 
present day, these good old fathers did not take the 
accustomed week at Christmas. The Journal was 
printed and edited by Abraham Hodge, at *'two 
and an half dollars per year." It is ^on a sheet 
11x18 inches, four columns to the page, which is 
without head rules. The paper is thin, but print- 
ing and type are fairly good. There is almost no 
editorial matter. The use of italics is much more 
frequent than at the present day. This paper had 
the widest circulation of any in the State during 
the eighteenth century. 

Hodge and his nephew, William Boylan, estab- 
lished "The North Carolina Minerva and Fayette- 
ville Gazette" in the spring of 1796. We find No. 
89, vol. n., bearing the date of December 2, 1797. 

Antiquarian Society. No. 324, March 30, 1792, is the last printed 
by Hodge & Wills. The next thirty were printed by Henry 
Wills; then James Wills took charge. 

♦ March 28, 1784, James Iredell writes to his wife: **They have 
begun to print a newspaper at Halifax, which is to be continued 
weekly. ' * — (/> t/^, II. , 96. ) This was perhaps an essay of Thomas 
Davis. 
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It had four pages, with three wide columns to the 
page. At a later period it was removed to Raleigh.* 
The volume of the '* Raleigh Minerva" in the 
North Carolina Historical Society runs from Jan- 
uary 5, 1807, No. 560, vol. XI., to December 29, 
1808. It was then printed on a sheet 11^x18 
inches, four columns. The paper is poor; but the 
type is rather better than that used in the Journal. 
Boylan was then sole editor. It cost $2.00 in ad- 
vance, *'2.50 payable half yearly." It will be 
noticed that this paper had three names in ten 
years. Printers in those days evidently changed 
the names of their journals with a reckless prodi- 
gality unknown to later times. 

Abraham Hodge was born in the State of New 
York in 1755, and died in Halifax, N. C, August 
3, 1805. During the Revolution he conducted the 
Whig press of Samuel Lowdon of New York, and 
conducted Washington's travelling press while the 
army was stationed at Valley Forge. He was thus 
employed during the whole period in disseminating 
Republican principles and cheering the drooping 
spirits of his countrymen. In 1784 or 1785, at the 
request of some of the most distinguished citizens, 
he established a printing oflSce in North Carolina, 

*It was then called "The North-Carolina Minerva and Raleigh 
Advertiser.** A copy of No. 189, November 26, 1799, is in the 
library of the American Antiquarian Society. It was a quarto, 
three columns to the page, and was furnished at 25 s. a year. 

A 
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and was elected public printer by the General As- 
sembly. He discharged the duties of this office 
with universal approbation until 1800.* The State 
was Republican, while Hodge was a strict Federalist 
after the school of Washington: '*Mr. Hodge was," 
therefore, *' according to the intolerant spirit and 
fashion of that time, displaced, and a man who had 
fled from justice in England f and resided in the 
United States almost four years and in this State 
fully fifteen months was elected in his stead. "J 
From this tim^ on Hodge conducted his paper as 
he had done before, in the manner his conscience 
dictated and the interests of the country in his 
opinion required. He was conspicuous as a man 
for natural understanding and acquired informa- 
tion; but was more eminent still for the virtues of 
the heart. He was one of the earliest donors to 
the library of the University of North Carolina. 
He made William Boy Ian his executor, and gave 
him his presses and other property. The Journal 
of August 5 appears in deep mourning for the loss 
of its chief; Boylan announces that the publication 
will be suspended for a few weeks ** until a proper 
person can be secured to superintend the office." 
The next issue is for September 30, No. 682, 

* We find A. HaU printer to the State in 1798. 
t This fugitive was Joseph Gales, Sr. 
XN. C.Joufytal, August 5, 1805. 
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''Printed by James L. Edwards, for the heirs of 
Abraham Hodge." Hodge had presses in Eden- 
ton, Halifax, Fayetteville and New Bern. He 
was instrumental in establishing three news- 
papers, was in five diflFerent firms, and was printer 
to the State for nearly fifteen years. His work 
was a great one. Davis, Martin, and Hodge 
will rank in the hereafter with William R. Davie, 
Joseph Caldwell, and Archibald D. Mnrphey, that 
other trio, who, in the closing years of the eigh- 
teenth century, did so much to broaden and 
strengthen the intellectual advancement of North 
Carolina. 

Of Henry Wills, at one time a partner of Hodge, 
I know but little. He was born April 9, 1764; in 
1806 he had a book store in Edenton. He died 
there July 12, 1827, and is buried in St. Paul's 
church-yard. We find James Wills, who was per- 
haps his brother, printing the Edenton Gazette in 
1810. William Boylan was sister's son to Hodge. 
He removed to North Carolina when a youth from 
Pluchamine, N. J., and became partner of his 
uncle in the Fayetteville Minerva, as we have 
seen. He continued to edit this paper, had a large 
book store, as was usual with the printers of the 
day, and published Boylan's North Carolina Al- 
manac. He died at an advanced age, in Raleigh, 
universally esteemed and honored. 

''The North Carolina Gazette," printed by Rob- 
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ert Ferguson for Thomas Davis, was first issued at 
Hillsboro, about Jan. i, 1786.* 

**The North Carolina Chronicle; or Fayetteville 
Gazette," was begun in Fayetteville by Sibley and 
Howard on Monday, Aug. 24, 1789. A volume 
commencing with No. i, vol. II., Sept. 13, 1790, 
and running through No. 26 of the same volume, 
is in the possession of the University of North 
Carolina. It is a small quarto of eight pages, 
three columns to the page, and as bound is 8^ x 
10 inches, without head rules or column rules. 
It was ** Printed by George Roulstone for John 
Sibley & Co., at Franklin's Head in Green street, 
where essays — ^articles of intelligence — advertise- 
ments, etc., are thankfully received — Subscrip- 
tions for this paper are taken in at three hard 
dollars per annum, or fifty-two papers — half to be 
paid on subscribing, one quarter in six months, 
and the other quarter at the end of the year." 

Sibley & Co. served the following bill of fare to 
their readers on Sept. 13, 1790: Travels through 
the Interior Parts of North America in the years 
1766, 1767 and 1768, by J. Carver, Esq.; a bit of 
news from Boston, dated Aug. 6; a short story 
of two law students and a young mother; then 
comes more than three pages on the *'Laws of the 
Union," being the action of Congress in regard to 

*N, C. Univ, Magazine ^ III., 4a 
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the debt of the United States; page six tells of a 
treaty with the Creeks, gives a list of presidential 
appointments, tells of the arrival at New Bern of a 
vessel from St. Eustatius^ gives a list of represen- 
tatives in the next legislature, tells of the death of 
Thomas Smith, Esquire, and has a poem in the 
Scotch dialect on the **Fayetteville Merchant" 
Pages seven and eight are filled with advertise- 
ments. We find that about one column out of 
twenty-four is given to North Carolina news. 
There is not a line of editorial. Papers of this 
period, including those during the early part of 
this century, are made up almost entirely of history 
and theology, some foreign and domestic news, 
legislative and congressional proceedings.* 

There was a third newspaper in Wilmington as 
early as 1788, but I cannot learn its name. It was 
printed by Howard & Bowen. Archibald Mac- 
laine says that Howard was **a rank anti-federal- 
ist," and that Bowen went around the country 
exhibiting *'wax work figures." He also says 
that he has withdrawn his subscription and intends 

*Oii March 7, 1791, after completing a volume and a half of 
their paper, the Fayetteville editors say that they will have to 
discontinue it ''from the great expense of carrying on the 
same," and from "the extreme want of punctuality in so large 
a number of their subscribers. " They had a considerable book 
store, and continued to do job printing and book binding. The 
firm was composed of John Sibley, Caleb D. Howard (perhaps 
the Anti-Federalist of Wilmington) and George Roulstone. 
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to procure another printer."* James Adams 
had a press in Wilmington at this time ; but his 
work seems to have been confined to books and 
pamphlets. The next paper published in Wil- 
mington of which we have any record is **The Wil- 
mington Chronicle : and North -Carolina Weekly 
Advertiser." It was a quarto with four columns 
to the page, and was printed by James Carey at 
$3.00 per year. The writer knows of but a single 
copy of this paper which is in the library of the 
American Antiquarian Society. It is dated Tues- 
day, Oct. 22, I795» but unfortunately the number 
has been torn oflf. This Society has also four 
copies of ** Hall's Wilmington Gazette." The 
earliest of these is No. 65, and bears the date of 
Thursday, March 29, 1798. It was a quarto with 
four columns to the page ; its publisher was AU- 
mand Hall, who was State printer during that 
year, but no terms of subscription are given. 

**The North-Carolina Mercury and Salisbury 
Advertiser" was begun in Salisbury by Francis 
Cowpee about May i, i798.t 

In 1800, J. M. Slump printed in ** Lincoln-town" 
a sermon for Dr. Samuel E. McCorkle, on the 
death of George Washington. It is probable that 
he commenced to print a paper about the same 

♦McRee's Life of Iredell, II., 239, 240. 
\N. C, Univ. Magazine y III., 40. 
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time. F. A. Michaux says in his travels, begun 
in 1802 and printed in 1805, *'at Lincolnton they 
print a newspaper in folio which comes out once a 
week. The price of subscription is two dollars a 
year." * 

Few men have done more for the upbuilding and 
intellectual advancement of North Carolina than 
Joseph Gales, the elder. He was born in Ecking- 
ton, England, in 1760, and died in Raleigh, N. C, 
August 24, 1841. At thirteen he was put for seven 
years to the trade of book-binding and printing, 
and became a master. In 1787, with little capital 
other than "the character of an honest and indus- 
trious business man," he began to publish the 
Sheffield Register, and as its editor warmly es- 
poused the cause of liberty. He was outspoken in 
his advocacy of the principles of the French Rev- 
olution; the printing of an insurrectionary letter to 
the London Club was traced to his office and he fled 
to Amsterdam in 1794. He went thence to Ham- 
burg, where he was joined by his family, and in Sep- 
tember of the same year sailed for America. He 
sold the Sheffield Register to his friend and assistant 
editor, James Montgomery, the poet, and found 
employment in Philadelphia as a stenographer. 
He purchased the Independent Gazette, but in 
1799 was induced by Mr. Macon and others to re- 

♦ P. 283 of the French edition of 1808. 



48 

move to North Carolina. He issued the first num- 
ber of the Raleigh Register on October 22, 1799. 
In his old age he removed to Washington City, 
where his children were residing, but returned to 
Raleigh later, died there, and there he is buried. 
He was a man of untiring energy; besides editing 
the Register, he kept all his accounts, made out 
bills, gave receipts, conducted a book store and 
managed a book printing establishment He was 
director in a bank and secretary of nearly every 
benevolent society in the city. He was never idle. 
The Register was always on the side of law, order, 
and good morals. It did not teem with editorials, 
but when it spoke it was with such fullness, dis- 
crimination and power that the whole country was 
moved and impressed. The heading of the Regis- 
ter shows a budding stafi" surmounted by the cap of 
liberty, with a scroll bearing the legend **Liber- 
tas,'* and the motto: 

'*Our9 are the plans of fair, delightful Peace, 
Un warped by Party Rage to live like Brothers.*'* 



*[ The original sources of information for the history of print- 
ing in N. C. in the i8th century are the Colonial Records of N. 
C, volumes IV., V., VI., VII., VIII.; the Journals of the As- 
sembly and the Laws of N. C. for the period covered; Thomas' 
History of Printing in America, 2 volumes, edition of 1874; 
McRee's Life of James Iredell, vol. II. I have also been able 
to see the following contemporary newspapers : The North- 
Carolina Gazette, July 4, 1777, to Nov. 30, 1778; the N.-C. Chron- 
icle; or Fayetcville Gazette, Sept. 13, 1790, to March 7, 1791; 
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We have now reviewed the printing industry. 
We have seen that before the close of the eighteenth 
century presses had been set up in New Bern, Wil- 
mington, Edenton, Halifax, Raleigh, Hillsboro, 
Fayetteville, Salisbury, and Lincolnton, and that 
no less than seventeen diflferent papers had been be- 
gun before the close of the period of which we are 
writing.* It remains for us to see what was done 
in regard to 

The North Carolina Journal, Jan. 7, 1805, to March 2, 1807; The 
Minerva, Jan. 5, 1807, to Dec. 28, 1808. A suggestive and valu- 
able Address on the History of Journalism in North Carolina 
was pubished by Hon. Wm. W. Holden in 188 1. Some valuable 
notes have also appeared in the N. C. University Magazine, cf. 
Gov. Swain*s British Invasion of North Carolina in 1776, vol. II., 
p. 145; Article, ** Paper," II., 451, perhaps by Swain; Article, 
** Printing," III., 40, perhaps by Swain; Article, "Historical So- 
ciety," III., 313; Articles, "Newspaper Press" and "Paper," 
X., 371, perhaps by Swain. Martin gives us some information 
in his history of the State, and Wheeler devotes a chapter to 
the Press, but is, as always, very unreliable.] 

* Thomas gives the following list of weekly papers published 
in the State in 1810, with their political tendencies, where / is 
for Federal Republican, r for Republican, and n for Neutral: 
/ Wilmington Gazette, Wilmington, Hasell & Magrath. 
/ Raleigh Minerva, Raleigh, Wm. Boylan. 

n Star, Raleigh, T. Henderson, Jr., & Co. 

r Raleigh Register, etc., Raleigh, Gales & Seaton. 
/ Carolina Fed. Republican, New Bern, Hall & Bryan. 

r True Republican, New Bern, Thomas Watson. 
/ Edenton Gazette, Edenton, James Wills. 

n North Carolina Journal, Halifax, Wright W. Bachelor. 
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PAPER AND PAPER MILLS. 

The want of patronage was not all the Carolina 
press had to struggle against in the earlier days. 
During the Revolution paper was so scarce in the 
colony that we find the enactments for the October 
session of the Legislature of 1779 consisting of 
thirty-four pages, sixteen printed on small folio, 
the remainder on quarto. The acts passed in 1781 
form a pamphlet of twenty pages, sixteen folio, 
four quarto, without title page or imprint. It 
seems to have been distributed in the ratio of one 
to each county, and we may suppose the edition 
was very small. Even writing paper was not al- 
ways at the command of men in high official posi- 
tion. In 1776 Gen. Rutherford entreated the 
Council of Safety to hasten a supply of powder to 
Rowan to enable him to march against the Chero- 
kees, and to send with it a quire of paper for writ- 
ing dispatches. In 1782 Gen. Butler, of Orange, 
urges a similar request upon Governor Burke.* 

The Provincial Congress, meeting in its third 
session at Hillsboro in. August 1775, looked for- 
ward to a long war with blockaded ports, and of- 

f FayetteviUe InteUigencer, Fayettevine, Ray & Black. 
r Elizabeth City Gazette, Elizabeth City, Jacob Beasley. 
In 1 85 1 there were forty-three papers published in the State; 
in 1889 there were 218. 

♦Gov. Swain, in N, C, University Magazine^ II., 145. 



51 

fered liberal bounties for domestic productions, 
not only for the munitions of war, but also for 
those manufactures necessary to home life. Among 
them is one of ;^250 for the first paper mill.* This 
bounty was doubtless paid to the owners of the mill 
erected near Hillsboro, in Orange county, towards 
the close of 1777. They advertise in the *' North 
Carolina Gazette" for Nov. 14, 1777, as fol- 
lows: *'By our unhappy contest with Great Britain 
and the necessary restrictions on our trade, paper 
has been an article for which we, in this State, 
have much suflFered, for though there are many 
paper mills in the northern colonies, where paper 
is made in great perfection, yet, by the interrup- 
tion of the colony trade by water, the southern 
colonies have experienced a very great scarcity of 
that necessary article. To remedy this evil and 
throw in their mite towards the perfection of 
American manufactures, the proprietors of a paper 
mill just erected near Hillsborough, in Orange 
county give notice to the public that their mill is 
now ready to work, and if a sufficient quantity of 
rags can be had, they will be able to supply this 
State with all sorts of paper. They therefore re- 
quest the favor of the public, and more particularly 
the mistresses of families, and the ladies in general, 

* Col. Wm. L. Saunders, in his address at Trinity CoUege on 
"Lessons from our North CaroUna Records/' p. 15. 
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whose more peculiar province it is, to save all their 
rags and scraps of linen of all sorts ; old thread 
stockings, thrums from their linen looms, and 
every kind of linen, is useful. As this undertaking 
is novel, saving of rags may perhaps be thought 
too trifling, and below the notice of the good ma- 
trons of this State; but when they consider they 
are aiding and assisting in a necessary manufac- 
ture, and when the young ladies are assured, that 
by sending to the paper mill an old hankerchief, 
no longer fit to cover their snowy breasts, there is 
a probability of its returning to them again in the 
more pleasing form of a billetdeaux from their 
lovers, the proprietors flatter themselves with great 
success." * 

A second mill was erected by Gottlieb Shober, in 
Salem, in 1789. His advertisement appears in the 
Fayetteville Gazette for Sept. 14, of that year. 
** The subscriber begs leave to inform the public 
that he is erecting a paper mill * * and * * 
humbly makes known to the ladies of Fayetteville, 
Hillsborough, Salisbury and Morgan districts that 
without their assistance he can do nothing — with- 
out rags paper cannot be made. The economical 
house-wife, who supplies the paper mill with rags, 
serves her country in her sphere as well as the 
soldier who fights for it does in his." 

* Reprinted in the N, C, Univ. Magazine^ Feb. 1861. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY OF THE EIGHTEENTH 
CENTURY PRESS. 



(I have indicated by the letter U. whether the volume tnea- 
tioned is to he found in the library of the University of North 
Carolina, and by S. L. if it is to be found in the State librai; 
in Raleigh.) 

[Journals of the House of Burgesses for 1749. 
Newbern: Printed by James Davis.] i 

This entry is based an an entry in the Journals of the Board 
of Trade for Nov. 33, 175a, where it is said that the Secretary 
had received from North Carolina "Printed JoumalB of that 
House in 1749, 1750, 1751." Col. Ree., IV., 1316. 

[Journals of the House of Bui^esses for 1750, 
Newbern : Printed by James Davis,] 2 

Cf. 1, note. 
[Journals of the House of Burgesses for 1751. 
Newbern : Printed by James Davis.] 3 

Cf. I, note. 
A / Collection / of / All the Public / Acts of As- 
sembly, / of / The Province of / North Caroliua : / 
■ now in Force and Use. / Together with the Titles 
of all such Laws as are Obsolete, Ex- / pir'd, or 

(53) 



54 

Repeal' d. / And also, an exact Table of the Titles 
of the Acts in Force. / Revised by Commissioners 
appointed by an Act of the General As- / sembly 
of the said Province, for that Purpose : and Exam« 
ined with the / Records, and Confirmed in full 
Assembly. / Newbern : Printed by James Davis, 
M,DCC,U. 4 

Folio ; title, i leaf; dedication, 1 1. ; the Proprietors* Second 
Charter, pp. xii ; the Proprietors' Great Deed of Grant, i 1. ; 
laws, pp. 1-353; table, pp. 8. This is Swann's Re\nsal, the 
first printed. The only copy known to the author is in the 
Tower Collection. 

A / Collection / of / All the Public / Acts of As- 
sembly, / of / The Province of / North-Carolina : / 
Now in Force and Use. / Together with the Titles 
of all such Laws as are Obsolete, Ex- / pirM, or 
Repealed. / And also, an exact Table of the Acts 
in Force. / Revised by Commissioners appointed 
by an Act of the General As- / sembly of the said 
Province, for that Purpose; and Examined with 
the / Records, and Confirmed in full Assembly. / 
Newbern: Printed by James Davis, M,DCC,LII. 5 

Folio ; title, i 1. ; dedication, i 1. ; Charter, pp. xii. ; Great 
Deed of Grant, 1 1. ; laws, 1-37 1 ; table, i 1. This is the second 
edition of Swann's Revisal, and is familiarly known as "Yel- 
low Jacket." It is very rare, but not so rare as the edition of 
1751- U., S. L. 

[Acts passed by the Assembly during the Ses- 
sion of March, 1753. Newbern : Printed by James 
Davis.] 6 

Mentioned in Col. Rec.y V., 24, 29, 124, 144 c. 
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A / Collection / of many / Christian Experiences, 
Sentences, / and several / Places of Scripture Im- 
proved : / Also some short and plain Directions 
and Prayers / for sick Persons ; with serious Ad- 
vice to Persons / who have been Sick, to be by 
them perused and put / in Practice as soon as 
they are recovered ; and a / Thanksgiving for Re- 
covery. / To which is added, / Morning and Even- 
ing Prayers for Families and Chil- / dren, Direc- 
tions for the Lord's Day, and some Cautions / 
against Indecencies in Time of Divine Service, 
&c. / Collected and Composed for the Spiritual 
Good of his Parish- / oners, and others. / By 
C.[lement] H.[all] Missionary to the Honourable 
Society for the Propaga- / tion of the Gospel in 
Foreign Parts, and Rector of St. Paul's / Parish, 
in North Carolina. /.../.../.../ 
.../... / Newbern : / Printed by James 
Davis, M,DCC,LIII. Sm. 8vo. pp. 51. 7 

Title courteously furnished by Mr. C. R. Hildebum. A 
second title on page 25 is as follows : 

Serious / Advice / to / Persons / Who have been Sick ; To be 
by them perused and put in Practice as soon as / they are re- 
covered : / With a Thanksgiving for Recovery. / Wrote by a 
Minister of the Church of England, for the / Spiritual Good of 
His Parishoners, &c. /.../.../.../.../ New- 
bern : / Printed by James Davis, M,DCC,LIII. 

[Acts passed by the Assembly during the Session 
of February, 1754. Newbern : Printed by James 
Davis. ] 8 

Mentioned in Col. ReCy V., 172. 
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[Franklin's Plan of Union. Newbern : Printed 
by James Davis, 1755.] 9 

Mentioned in the proceedings of the House of Burgesses for 
Dec. 24» 1754, where it was resolved "that the consideration of 
the said plan be referred to the next session of Assembly and 
that in the meantime the printer print the same.'* Col, Rec,^ 
v., 251. 

[Acts passed by the Assembly during the Session 
of December, 1754, and January, 1755. Newbern : 
Printed by James Davis.] 10 

Writing to the Board of Trade under date of Feb. 9, 1761, 
Gov. Dobbs says : " I also sent to the Printer forthwith to furnish 
me with 4. setts of all the printed acts since my coming over, 
but as I believe several of them may be now out of print and will 
take up some time to reprint them I have charged him to lose 
no time in making up the setts for me, and that no money shaU 
be paid him upon the printing until I have them from him, but 
as it is probable their Lordships may want a sett immediately 
I have sent about and have collected a complete sett, tho^ much 
soiled." Col, Rec, VI., 521. 

[Acts passed by the Assembly during the Ses- 
sion of September and October, 1755. Newbern : 

Printed by James Davis.] 11 

Cf. 10, note. 

[Acts passed by the Assembly during the Ses- 
sion of October, 1756. Newbern : Printed by 
James Davis.] 1% 

Cf. 10, note. 

[Acts passed by the Assembly during the Ses- 
sion of May, 1757. Newbern : Printed by James 
Davis.] 13 

Cf. 10, note. 
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[Acts passed by the Assembly during the Ses- 
sion of November and December, 1757. Newbern : 
Printed by James Davis.] 14 

Cf. 10, note. 

[Acts passed by the Assembly during the Ses- 
sion of April and May, 1758. Newbern : Printed 
by James Da vis. ] 15 

Cf. 10, note. 

[Acts passed by the Assembly during the Ses- 
sion of November and December, 1758. New- 
bern : Printed by James Davis.] 16 

Cf. 10, note. 

[Acts passed by the Assembly during the Ses- 
sion of May, 1759. Newbern : Printed by James 
Davis.] 17 

Cf. 10, note. 

[Acts passed by the Assembly during the Ses- 
sion of November and December, 1759, and Janu- 
ary, 1760. Newbern: Printed by James Davis.] 18 

Cf. 10, note. 

[Acts passed by the Assembly during the Ses- 
sion of April and May, 1760. Newbern : Printed 
by James Davis.] 19 

Cf. 10, note. 

[Acts passed by the Assembly during the Ses- 
sion of May, 1760. Newbern : Printed by James 

Davis. ] 20 

Cf. 10, note. 
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[Acts passed by the Assembly during the Ses- 
sion of June and July, 1760. Newbem: Printed by 
James Davis.] 21 

Cf. 10, note. 

[Acts passed by the Assembly during the Ses- 
sion of November and December, 1760. New- 
bem : Printed by James Davis.] 22 

Cf. 10, note. 

[Sermon preached before the General Assembly 
on April 12, 1761, by Rev. Mr. Camp. Newbern : 
Printed by James Davis, 1761.] 23 

Mentioned in Col. Rec^ VI., 684, 688, 823, where Davis peti- 
tions to be allowed pay for "printing and dispersing four hun- 
dred copies." 

[Laws and Journals of Assembly, November and 
December Session, 1762. Newbern : Printed by 
James Davis.] 24 

Davis was instructed by the Lower House on Dec. 11, 1762, 
to print the laws and journals of this Session. CoL ReCy VI., 
962. 

[Sermon, ** Recommending the Establishing 
Public Schools for the Education of Youth," 
preached before the General Assembly in Nov. 
1762, by Rev. James Reid. Newbern : Printed by 
James Davis, 1763.] 25 

Mentioned in Col, Rec, VI., 955, where Mr. Reid is "desired 
to furnish the Printer with a copy thereof, in order that the 
same ma}' be printed and dispersed in the several counties 
within this Province.'* Perhaps the earliest tractate on educa- 
tion printed in the Province. 
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[An Act for the more Effectual Observing of the 
Queen's Peace and Establishing a Good and Last- 
ing Foundation of Government in North Carolina. 
Newbern : Printed by James Davis, 1763.] 26 

Ordered to be printed by the Governor, April 22, 1763. Col. 
Rec.t VI., 1013. 

[Laws and Journals of Assembly, January, Feb- 
ruary and March Session, 1764. Newbern: Printed 
by James Davis.] 27 

Mentioned in Col. Rec.^ VII., 324. These seem to have been 
printed by Andrew Steuart also. 

[Laws and Journals of Assembly, November 
Session, 1764. Newbern : Printed by James 
Davis.] 28 

Cf. 27, note. 

A / Collection / of all the / Acts of Assembly / 
of / The Province of/ North-Carolina. / In Force 
and Use / Since the Revisal of the Laws in the 
Year 1751. / Together with the Titles of all such 
Laws as are / Obsolete, had their Effect, Expired 
or Repeal' d. / With an exact Table. / To which is 
prefixed, / A List of the Names of those Gentle- 
men who subscribed / for the Book. / Newbern : / 
Printed by James Davis, M, DCC, LXIV. 29 

Quarto ; title, i 1. ; subscribers, i 1. ; laws, pp. 1-307 ; table, 
4 leaves (unpaged); laws of 1764, pp. 309-386. Sabin, No. 
55601. This collection was the work of James Davis, and is 
commonly referred to as "Davis* First Revisal," although not 
really a revisal. It is very rare. 
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[Laws and Journals of Assembly, May Session, 
1765. Newbern ; Printed by James Davis.] 30 

Mentioned in Col. Rec, VII., 59, 64, 66. At tfaU seuion 
Davis was directed to print the Journal of the Honae daily, 
which seems to have been the fint time that this wa* dene. 
Cf., also 37, note. 

A / Collection / of All the / Acts of Assembly, / 
of the Province of / North- Carolina, / Now in 
Force and Use. / Together / with the Titles of all 
such Laws as are / Obsolete, Expired or Repealed. / 
In two Volumes. / with / Marginal Notes and Re- 
ferences, and an exact Table / to the Whole. / 
Newbem : / Printed by James Davis, Printer to the 
Honourable the Commons / House of Assembly. 
M DCC LXV. 31 

Quarto ; the two volumes are bound as one. Vol. I. : title, i 1.; 
dedication to Try on, i 1.; Second Charter, v-xiv; Great Deed 
of Grant, xv-xvi ; lawB (17151751 induaive), 1-176, Vol. IL: 
title, 1 1.; laws (1752-1765 inclusive), 1-393; table, 31 (unpaged). 
The copy now owned by the University was once the property 
of Miles Gale, and bears his coat of arms ; also in State Library. 
This is properly "Davis' First Revisal," but as that namelui 
been given to No. 39, this is called his " Second Reviaal." 

Justice and policy of taxing the American colo- 
nies in Great Britain considered ; wherein is 
shewed that the colonists are not a conquered 
people ; that they are constitutionally intituled to 
be taxed only by their own consent ; & that the 
imposing a stamp-duty on the colonists is as 
impolitic as it is inconsistent with their rights. 
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Non sibi^ sed patricB. By Maurice Moore Esquire, 
Wilmington N. C, Printed by Andrew Stuart, & 
sold at his ofBce, near the Exchange 1766. 32 

Title from N. C. University Magazine, where the pamphlet 
is reprinted entire, L, 71-77, 85-87 (March and April, 1852). A 
copy of the original issue was in possession of the N. C. Histor- 
ical Society at the time of republication, but, like other prop- 
erty of that society, has since disappeared. 

[A Sermon Preached to the Troops at Hills- 
borough in 1768, by Rev. George Micklejohn. 
Newbern : Printed by James Davis, 1768.] 33 

Mentioned in CoL Rec,^ VII., 919, 920, 939, 983. 

A / Complete Revisal / of all the / Acts / of / As- 
sembly, / of the Province of / North-Carolina, / 
Now in Force and Use. / Together / with the Titles 
of all Such Laws as / Are Obsolete, Expired, or 
Repealed. / with / Marginal Notes and References, 
and an / Exact Table to the Whole. / Newbern : / 
Printed by James Davis, Printer to the Honour- 
able the House of / Assembly. MDCCLXXIII. 34 

Folio ; title, 1 1. ; dedication, 1 1. ; Second Charter and Great 
Deed of Grant, iii-x ; laws, 1-566 ; table 9 (unpaged). This is 
the second edition of Davis* *' Revisal,'* but is commonly 
known as his third revisal ; U., S. L. 

OfEc6 and Authority of a Justice of the Peace, 
by James Davis. Newbern: Printed by James 
Davis, 1774. 35 
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[Journal of the Convention which met in New- 
bern in August, 1774.] 36 

Col. Wm. L. SauDdera, Secretary of SUte, tells me that there 
is a printed copy of this Journal iu his office. 

[Journal of the Provincial Congress held in 
Hillsborough, 20 August to 10 September, 1775-] 

37 

There u ■ printed copy of this Journal in the Public Record 
Office in London. 

The Journal / of the Proceedings of / the Pro- 
vincial Congress / of / North Carolina / held at / 
Halifax on the fourth day of April, 1776 / Pub- 
lished by Authority. / Newbern:/ Printed by James 
Davis, Printer to the Honourable the House of As- 
sembly. / MDCCLXXVI. 38 

8vo.; pp. 46; reprinted by the State in 1831 in 8vo., pp. 66, 
I know of DO copy of the original ; collation from Sadin, No. 
55631. 

The Journal of the Proceedings of the Provincial 
Congress of North -Carolina, held at Halifax the 
i2th day of November, 1776. Together with the 
Declaration of Rights, Constitution and Ordinances 
of Congress, • • * Newbern: Printed by James 
Davis, * * * 1777. 39 

Sadin, No. 55631 ; small quarto ; pp. 84. This Congress made 
provisions for the State University. 

The / Acts / of / Assembly / of the State of/ 
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North Carolina. / April Session, 1777. Newbern: 
/ Printed by James Davis, MDCCLXXVII. 40 

Folio ; pp. 38. The University has almost a complete set of 
the original editions of the Acts of Assembly, 1777-1800, inclu- 
sive. The set in the State library is not quite so perfect as that 
of the University, and unfortunately, those leaves which were 
originally small folio, quarto and small quarto, have been 
pieced so as to make them folios, the edges have been trimmed 
and much of the appearance of the originals has been de- 
stroyed. 

[A Complete Revisal of all the Acts of Assem- 
bly of the State of North Carolina. Newbern: 
Printed by James Davis, 1777.] 41 

This is Davis' third, but known as his fourth revisal. 

Articles / of / Confederation / and / Perpetual 
Union / between the/ States /of/ New-Hampshire, 
Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island and Provi / dence 
Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, / 
Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, 
North Car- / olina. South Carolina, and Georgia. / 
Lancaster, Printed. / Newbern: Re-printed by 
James Davis, / MDCCLXXVII. 42 

Folio; pp. 9. 

The / Acts / of Assembly / of the State of / North 
Carolina. / November Session, 1777 * ♦ ♦ New- 
bern : / James Davis, MDCCLXXVIIL 43 

Folio ; pp. 84; U., S. L. copy imperfect. 

The / Acts / of / Assembly, / of the State of / 
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North Carolina. / April Session, 1778. Newbem: 
James Davis, MDCCLXXVIII. 44 

Folio ; pp. 20 ; both the U. and S. L. copies lack the title page, 
and the S. L. copy is still more imperfect. 

An Act for raising Men, to Complete the Conti- 
nental Battalions belonging to this State. L-^pr. 

27, 1778.] 45 

Folio; I leaf. 

[Treaty of Friendship and Alliance Concluded 
between France and the United States. Newbem: 
Printed by James Davis, 1778.] 46 

Mentioned in North-Carolina Gazette of May 29, 1778, as 
** immediately published here." 

Acts of Assembly, August Session, 1778. 47 

Folio ; pp. 38 ; no title page and no colophon ; U. 

The Rudiments of the LATIN TONGUE : or a 
plain and easy Introduction to Latin. Grammar. 
Wherein the principles of the Language are me- 
thodically digested both in English and Latin. 
With useful notes and observations, explaining the 
terms of Grammar, and farther improving its rules. 
By Thomas Ruddiman, M. A. Newbern: Printed 
by James Davis, 1778. 48 

Advertised in the North- Carolina Gazette for Aug. 28, 1778, 
as "just published and to be sold at the Printing Office in New- 
bem, price bound, Two Dollars." 

[Dyche's Spelling Book ; or a Guide to the Eng- 
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lish Tongue. In two parts, with an appendix. 
Newbern : Printed by James Davis.] 49 

Advertised in the North- Carolina Gazette for Nov. 7, 1778, 
"as in the press and in a few weeks will be published." 

Acts of Assembly, January Session, 1779. 50 

Folio ; pp. 38 ; no title page and no colophon ; S. L. 

The Acts of Assembly, May Session, 1779. 51 

Folio; pp. 4; no title page and no colophon ; U., S. L. 

Acts of Assembly, October Session, 1779. 52 

16 small folio and 18 quarto pages ; no title page and no colo- 
phon ; U., S. L. 

Acts of Assembly, April Session, 1780. 53 

Folio ; pp. 16 ; no title page and no colophon ; U., S. L. 

Acts of Assembly, September Session, 1780. 54 

Quarto ; pp. 12 ; no title page and no colophon ; U., S. L. 

Acts of Assembly, January Session, 1781. 55 

16 pages quarto and 4 small quarto; no title page and no 
colophon ; S. L. copy imperfect. 

Acts of Assembly, June Session, 1781. 56 

16 pages quarto and 4 small quarto; no title page and no 
colophon ; U., S. L. copy imperfect. 

Acts of Assembly, April Session, 1782. [Colo- 
phon] Halifax : Thomas Davis. 57 

36 pages folio and 20 quarto ; U., S. L. 

Acts of Assembly, April Session, 1783. 58 

Folio ; pp. 44 -f ; U. and S. L. copies both imperfect. 

Acts of Assembly, April Session, 1784. [Colo- 
phon] Halifax : Thomas Davis. 59 

Quarto ; pp. 92, 2 ; U., S. L. 



66 

State of North-Carolina, ss. / By his Excellency / 
Alexander Martin, Esq.: Governor, Captain-Gen- 
eral and Comniandef* in Chief over the State afore- 
said. /A Proclamation / * ♦ * / New-bern: Printed 
by Robert Keith. / [1784]. 60 

The definitive treaty with England. 

[An Address to the Speakers of both Houses of 
Assembly, containing observations moral and polit- 
ical upon the proceedings of the late Assembly. 
By Tiberius Gracchus (John Hay, of Fayetteville). 
Newbern : Printed by Robert Keith, 1784.] 61 

Hypothetical title of a pamphlet mentioned in McRee*9 Life 
of James Iredell^ II., 75, 89, 95. 

Acts of Assembly, October Session, 1784. [Colo- 
phon] Newbern: Thomas Davis. 62 

Qnarto; pp. 64, 2; U., S. L. 

The / Laws / of the / State / of / North-Carolina, / 
Passed at Newbern, December, 1785. / Newbern: 
Printed by Arnett & Hodge, Printers to the State. / 
MDCCLXXXVL 63 

Folio ; pp. 2, 42 ; U., S. L. 

Journal of the Senate of the General Assembly 
of * * * North Carolina, [Raleigh] 1786. 64 

Folio ; pp. 44 ; Sabin, No. 55633- 

Journal of the House of Commons of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of * * * North Carolina, 1786. 65 

Folio ; pp. 56 ; Sabin^ No. 55630. 
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The Laws of North Carolina, November Session, 
1786. [Colophon] Fayetteville: Hodge & Blan- 
chard, Printers to the State. 66 

Folio; pp. 56; U., S. L. copy imperfect 

Declaration of Rights and Constitution made by 
Halifax Convention in December, 1776. [Colo- 
phon] Fayetteville: Hodge & Blanchard. 67 

Folio ; declaration, i p. ; constitution, 3 pp. ; U. 

Laws of North Carolina, November Session, 1787, 
[Colophon] Newbern: Hodge & Wills, Printers to 
the State. 68 

Folio; pp. 32 ; S. L., U. copy imperfect. 

State of North Carolina: / In Convention, Au- 
gust I, 1788. 69 

Folio; 1 1. The Declaration of Rights, and Amendments of 
the first Convention of North Carolina. Cf. Ford's Bibluh 
graphy of the Constitution ^ No. 106. 

[Essays on Federal Government Newbern: 
Hodge & Wills, 1788.] 70 

Hypothetical title of a pamphlet, apparently published in 
1788, and offered not " as an original production, but as a com- 
pilation from several fugitive pieces.*' It seems to have con- 
tained Answers to Mr. Mason's Objections to the New Consti- 
tution by Marcus (James Iredell), an Address to the People of 
North Carolina by Publicola (Archibald Maclaine) and contri- 
butions from Wm. R. Davie. Mentioned in McRee*s Life of 
Iredellf II., 223. Cf. Ford's Bibliography of the Constitution, 
No. 24. 

SERMONS, &c. / I. On the Divisions among 



68 

Christians. / II. On the Necessity of Regeneration 
to future Happiness. / III. The Scripture Doctrine 
of Election. / IV. Extract of a I^etter from Mr. 
Whiiejield to Mr. Wesley. \ V. An Address to the 
Deists. / By HENRY PATlLrLO, A. M. of Gran^ / 
mlle^ North-Carolina. / In necessariis unitas ; 
in non-necessariis lenitas; in / omnibus charitas. — 
/ Anon. / WILMINGTON, / Printed by JAMES 
ADAMS, for / the Author, 1788. / 71 

The only copy of this book of which the anthor knows is in 
the library of the Rev. Joseph Blount Cheshire, Jr., D. D., of 
Charlotte, N. C. 

Proceedings / and / Debates / of the / Conven- 
tion / of / North-Carolina, / Convened at Hills- 
borough^ on Monday the 21st Day / of July, 1788, 
for the Purpose of deliberating / and determining 
on the Constitution recom- / mended by the Gen- 
eral Convention at Philadel- / phia, the 17th Day 
of September 1787. / To which is prefixed / The 
said Constitution. / Edenton: / Printed by Hodge 
& Wills, Printers to the State. / M,DCC,LXXXIX. 

72 

Octavo; pp. 280; reported by David Robertson, of Peters- 
burg, Va. ; 1000 copies printed at the expense of a few Federal- 
ists for distribution among the people. U. 

An Account of Monies received in Part of the 
Taxes of the Year 1787. 73 

Folio; pp. 12; S. L. 
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Journal of the Senate of the General Assembly 
of North-Carolina, November Session, 1788. [Col- 
ophon] Edenton: Hodge & Wills, Printers to the 
State. 74 

Folio ; pp. 41 ; S. L. 

Journal of the House of Commons of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of North-Carolina, November Ses- 
sion, 1788. [Colophon] Edenton: Hodge & Wills, 
Printers to the State. 75 

Folio ; pp. 56 ; S. L. 

Laws of North Carolina, November Session, 1788. 
[Colophon] Edenton : Hodge & Wills, Printers to 
the State. 76 

Folio; pp. 28; U., S. L. 

[A Revision of All the Acts of Assembly of the 
State of North Carolina, by James Iredell.] 77 

Mentioned in McRee's Life of James Iredell^ II., 277. The 
work was approved by the Assembly and reprinted in 1791. Cf. 
No. 88. 

Journal of the Senate of the General Assembly of 
North-Carolina, November Session, 1789. [Colo- 
phon] Edenton: Hodge & Wills, Printers to the 
State. 78 

Folio ; pp. 52 + ; S. L. copy imperfect. 

Journal of the House of Commons of the General 
Assembly of North-Carolina, November Session, 
1789. [Colophon] Edenton : Hodge & Wills, 
Printers to the State. 79 

Folio; pp. 71 ; the acconnt of John Ha3rwood, Treasurer of 
the State, printed on p. 72 and numbered i ; S. L. 
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Laws of North Carolina, November Session, 1789. 
[Colophon] Edenton : Printed by Hodge & Wills, 
Printers to the State. 80 

Folio; pp. 58; S. L., U. copy imperfect. 

Journal / of the / Convention / of the / State of 
North Carolina. / At a Convention begun and 
held at Fayeltemlle^ on the Third Monday of No- 
vember^ One Thousand Seven Hundred and Eighty 
Nine, agreeable to the Resolutions of the Last 
General Assembly, bearing Date the Seventeenth 
of November^ one Thousand Seven Hundred and 
Eighty Eight. * * * [Colophon] Edenton :/ Printed 
by Hodge & Wills, / Printers to the State. 81 

SmaU quarto ; pp. 16. This Convention adopted the Federal 
Constitution. There is a copy of this very rare pamphlet, to- 
gether with the original minutes, in the office of the Secretary 
of State. It was reprinted in full by the Siate Chronicle^ of 
Raleigh, Nov. 15, 1889. 

Regulations / for the / Order and Discipline / of 
the / Troops / of the / United States. / Part I. / Fay- 
etteville: / Re-printed by Howard and Roulstone, 
for John Sibley / and Co. M DCC XC. 82 

i2mo.; pp. 72; U. 

Journal of the Senate of the General Assembly of 
North-Carolina, November Session, 1790. [Colo- 
phon] Edenton : Printed by Hodge and Wills, 
Printers to the State. 83 

Quarto; pp. 60; S. L. 
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Journal of the House of Commons of the General 
Assembly of North-Carolina, November Session 
1790. [Colophon] Edenton: Printed by Hodge & 
Wills, Printers to the State. 84 

Quarto ; pp. 88+ ; S. L. copy imperfect 

Laws of North Carolina, November Session, 1790. 
[Colophon] Edenton: Hodge & Wills, Printers to 
the State. 85 

Folio; pp. 28; U., S. L. 

The North-Carolina Almanac for 1791. 86 

Advertised in the Fayetteville Gazette in 1790; probably 
printed by Howard and Roulstone for John Sibley & Co. 

The Office and Authority of a Justice of the 
Peace * * * &c. according to the Laws of * * * 
North Carolina. * * * Newbern: Fran^ois-Xavier 
Martin, 1791. 87 

8vo. ; pp. 4, 6, 307, 5 ; a compilation by Martin ; U. 

Laws / of the / State / of / North-Carolina. / Pub- 
lished, according to Act of Assembly, / By James 
Iredell, / Now One of the Associate Justices of the 
Supreme Court of the United States. / Edenton: 
/ Printed by Hodge & Wills, / Printers to the State 
of North-Carolina. / M,DCC,XCI. 88 

Folio ; title i 1.; blank, i 1.; pref., i 1.; contents, i 1.; Second 
Charter of Charles II. aud laws, 1-712 ; index, xxi.; subscribers, 
pp. 3 (unpaged) ; Laws of 1791, 713-732 ; in some copies the 
of 1 79 1 do not appear ; U., S. L. 
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Journal of the Senate of the General Assembly of 
North-Carolina, December Session, 1791. 89 

Folio ; pp. 41 ; S. L. 

Journal of the House of Commons of the General 
Assembly of North-Carolina, December Session, 
1 791. [Colophon] Eden ton: Printed by Hodge & 
Wills, Printers to the State. 90 

Folio ; pp. 66 ; S. L. 

Laws of North-Carolina, December Session, 

1791. 91 

Folio ; pp. 32 ; U., S. L. copy imperfect 

A / Collection / of the / Statutes / of the Parlia- 
ment of / England / in Force in the State of / 
North-Carolina. / Published * * By Frangois- 
Xavier Martin, Esq., / * * * / Newbem: / From 
the Editor's Press. / 1792. / 92 

Quarto; pp. iv., 424, v-xxvi; subscribers, 3; U., S. L. 

Journal of the Senate of the General Assembly of 
North-Carolina, November Session, 1792. [Colo- 
phon] Edenton: Printed by Hodge & Wills, 
Printers to the State. 93 

Folio ; pp. 52 ; S. L. 

Journal of the House of Commons of the General 
Assembly of North-Carolina, November Session, 

1792. [Colophon] Edenton: Printed by Hodge & 
Wills, Printers to the State. 94 

Folio ; pp. 63 ; S. L. 
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Laws of North Carolina, November Session, 1792. 
[Colophon] Halifax: Hodge & Wills, Printers to 
the State. 95 

Folio ; pp. 41 ; U., S. L. 

Journal of the Senate of the General Assembly of 
North-Carolina, December Session, 1793. [Colo- 
phonj Halifax: Printed by Hodge & Wills. 96 

Folio ; pp. 44+ ; S. L. copy imperfect 

Journal of the House of Commons of the General 

Assembly of North -Carolina, December Session, 

1793. [Colophon] Halifax : Printed by Hodge & 

Wills. 97 

Folio ; pp. 67 ; S. L. 

Laws of North Carolina, December Session, 1793. 

[Colophon] Edenton: Printed by Hodge 8c Wills, 

Printers to the State. 98 

Folio ; pp. 35 ; U. and S. L. copies both imperfect, 

A / Collection / of the / Private Acts / of the / 
General Assembly / of the / State of North-Caro- 
lina, / from the year 1715, to the year 1790, inclu- 
sive, / Now in force and use. / Newbem: / Francois- 
Xavier Martin. / 1794. 99 

Quoito; extracts from Journals of Gen. Assetu., i p.; title, 
t 1.; pref., i 1.; Acts, 346, with appendix and table, 347-353; 
U., S. L. 

Regulations for the Order and Discipline of 
Troops of the United States, with Rules and Arti- 
cles for the Better Governmentof the Troops raised 
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or to be raised and kept in pay, by and at the Ex- 
pence of the United States of America. Printed 
and published agreeable to an Act of the Assembly 
of the State of North Carolina. Hodge & Wills (?) 
1794 (?) 100 

Pp. 84 ; Title from George's Catalogue of Americana. 

Rules and Articles for the Better Government of 
the Troops raised or to be raised and kept in pay, 
by and at the Expence of the United States of 
America. Printed and published agreeable to an 
Act of the Assembly of the State of North Caro- 
lina by Hodge & Wills, Printers to the State, 
1794. lOI 

Pp. 60 ; Title from George'' s Americana. 

Journal of the Senate of the General Assembly 
of North-Carolina, Session held in December, 
1794, January and February, 1795. [Colophon] 
Edenton : Printed by Hodge & Wills, Printers to 
the State. 102 

Folio ; pp. 48 ; S. L. 

Journal of the House of Commons of the General 
Assembly of North-Carolina, Session held in De- 
cember 1794, January and February, 1795. [Colo- 
phon] Edenton : Printed by Hodge & Wills, 
Printers to the State. 103 

Folio ; pp. 60 ; S. L. 

Laws of the North Carolina, Session held in De- 
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cember, 1794, January and February, 1795. [Col- 
ophon] Halifax : Hodge & Wills. 104 

Folio; pp. 40; U., S. L. 

Journal of the Senate of the General Assembly 01 
North-Carolina, November and December Session, 

1795- 105 

Folio ; pp. 46 ; S. L.; no title page and no colophon. 

Journal of the House of Commons of the General 
Assembly of North-Carolina, November and De- 
cember Session, 1795. 106 

Folio ; pp. 57 ; S. L. ; no title page and no colophon. 

Laws of North Carolina, November and Decem- 
ber Session, 1795. [Colophon] Halifax: Hodge 
& Wills, Printers to the State. 107 

Folio ; pp. 32 ; U., S. L. 

The Acts of the General Assembly of the State 
of North Carolina, passed during the Sessions held 
in the Years 1791, 1792, 1793 and 1794. New- 
bern : Francois X. Martin, 1795. 108 

Quarto ; pp. 4, 182, 6 ; Sabin, No. 55583. 

A Sermon on the Comparative Happiness and 
Duty of the United States * * * Contrasted with 
other Nations * * * Delivered in Salisbury, * * * 
Feb'y i8th ; and at Thyatira, * * * Feb'y 19th, 
1795 * * * By the Rev. Samuel E. M'Corkle, D.D. 
* * * Halifax : Abraham Hodge, 1795. 109 

i2mo ; pp. 43 ; Sabin^ No. 43096. 
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Journal of the Senate of the General Assembly of 
North-Carolina, November and December Session, 
1796. [Colophon] Edenton : Printed by Hodge 
& Wills, Printers to the State. no 

Folio ; pp. 47 ; S. L. 

Journal of the House of Commons of the General 
Assembly of North-Carolina, November and De- 
cember Session, 1796. [Colophon] Edenton: 
Printed by Hodge & Wills, Printers to the State. 

Ill 

Folio ; pp. 54 ; S. L. 

Laws of North Carolina, November and Decem- 
ber Session, 1796. [Colophon] Halifax: Hodge & 
Wills, Printers to the State. 112 
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perior Courts of this State. Raleigh : Hodge & 
Boylan, 1800. 129 

Title from address by Hon. David L. Swain on *' Early Times 
in Raleigh." 



8o 

Reports of cases determined by the Judges of the 
Superior Courts of law and Court of Equity of the 
State of North Carolina, at their meeting on the 
loth of June, A. D. 1800, held pursuant to an act 
of the General Assembly for settling questions of 
law and equity arising on the circuit — by Duncan 
Cameron, Attorney at law, Raleigh: Hodge & 
Boylan, Printers to the State, 1800. 130 
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